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Program Note 
 

The following suite was composed for a high school brass quintet, to introduce them to early 
Western classical music.  As such, it was written in a late Renaissance, early Baroque style 
featuring elements (forms, harmonies, textures, etc.) that are typical to this style of music.        
 
The first movement—the Ricercar—features one of the most common musical forms of the time 
period, the imitative Ricercar.  Ultimately developing into a Baroque fugue, this movement 
begins with individual, imitating voices, which later converge into an overall polyphonic texture. 
 
The second movement—the Chorale—is a typical chorale setting featuring homophonic and 
homo-rhythmic textures.  As is typical in the chorale, the melody appears in the top voice with 
other voices accompanying it.   
 
The last movement—the Rondeau—is a classic example of a late Renaissance dance.  In 
addition, this piece also introduces the concept of responsorial, call-and-response music, which 
occurs between the two trumpet parts.  
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2. Chorale
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3. Rondeau
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